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Midweek Advent 3 

December 16, 2020  

 

To Those Who Overcome: Jesus Promises Faithfulness. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Please stand 
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L: Blessed are you, Creator of the universe – from old you have led your people by night and day. 

May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are 

the light of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

 O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory, 

 Your radiance shines in all who look to you. 

 Come, light the hearts of all in dark and shadow. Refrain  
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 O Spring of Joy, rain down upon our spirits. 

 Our thirsty hearts are yearning for your Word. 

 Come, make us whole, be comfort to our hearts. Refrain 

 

 O Root of Life, implant your seed within us,  

 And in your advent draw us all to you, 

 Our hope reborn in dying and in rising. Refrain 

 

 O Key of Knowledge, guide us in our pilgrimage, 

 We ever seek, yet unfulfilled remain. 

 Open to us the pathway of your peace. Refrain 

 

  Silence for meditation 

 

L:  May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your presence surround and fill 

us, so that in union with all creation we might sing your praise and your love in our lives. 

 

All:  Amen. 

 

Scripture Lesson Revelation 3:7-13 

 

“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

 These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no 

one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an 

open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and 

have not denied my name. I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews 

though they are not, but are liars – I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge 

that I have loved you. Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from 

the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 

 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. Him who 

overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on 

him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming 

down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name. He who has an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

 

L:  The Light shines in the darkness, 

 

All:  And the darkness has not overcome it.  
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Anthem (6:45 p.m.) Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Adult Handbell Choir arranged by Larry Sue  

 

 Of the Father’s love begotten ere the world began to be, 

 He is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

 Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see evermore and evermore. 

 

Hymn of the Day The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us 

    Christian Worship 10 

 
 

Sermon Revelation 3:7-13 

Letters to the Seven Churches: Philadelphia 

 

Please stand  



pg. 7 

 

Cantor: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary. The 

angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and 

his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant 

of my God, I live to do your will.” 
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Be seated 

 

Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

L: In peace, Lord, in peace we pray to you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For peace and salvation, we pray to you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For us who are gathered to worship and praise you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For all of your servants who live out your gospel: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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L: For all the beloved who rest in your mercy: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: Help us, comfort us, all of our days: 

 

All: Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 

 

L: Great and merciful God, source and ground of all goodness and life, give to your people the 

peace that passes all understanding and the will to live your gospel with mercy and justice, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Peace Came to Earth 

Christian Worship Supplement 707 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Pastor Kyle Bitter, piano 

 St. John’s students (6:45 p.m. preservice music) 

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer 

 

Worship Notes 

 

• The Third Advent Candle: The Shepherds’ Candle remembers those who were 

among the first to hear the good news that the Messiah was born. May we be like the 

shepherds and share this message of joy with a sin-darkened world around us. 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf @sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 
www.sjtosa.org 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org 


